LIFE   OF  LORD   REDESDALE
John Mitford's father died when John was thirteen years
old. He had retired early from the Bar and had lived
quietly at Exbury Park, his Hampshire home, which
merchant John had bought in 1718 from the Comptons,
lords of the manor for over two hundred years. Here
he had spent his life, improving his property and interest-
ing himself in local affairs. His son William, John's senior
by four years, succeeded to Exbury. On leaving Oxford
he became a student of the Middle Temple, but he never
practised. He married very young and devoted himself
to his family, to the care of his property and to study.
His History of Greece was highly thought of at the time
and passed through several editions. He was verderer
of the New Forest and Lieutenant-Colonel of the South
Hampshire Militia, and was known as "the very learned
Colonel Mitford." He was Member of Parliament for
many years, and his son Bertram was intimately connected
with his uncle's work during the latter's Chancellorship
of Ireland.
The death of John's father made a great difference to
his prospects. His brother was well provided for, but if
he himself intended to succeed in the world he had to
rely mainly upon his wits. He entered the Six Clerks'
Office when very young, anxious to follow his father's
profession and become a barrister. At the age of twenty-
four he was admitted a student of the Inner Temple and
he threw himself with eagerness into his studies; they
delighted his acute, critical intellect and his excellent
memory stood him in good stead. Five years later he was
called to the Bar, his mind stored with legal knowledge
to an extent that would have done credit to a barrister
many years his senior in age and experience. He set to
work and wrote a legal book, knowing well that if he
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